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Ferdinand I caused them to be constructed of marble and
placed (as now) on bronze tortoises made by Gian da Bologna.

In 1557, four years after they moved into the new palace,
occurred the first death in Cosimo's family? that of his eldest
daughter Maria, who died at sixteen, and whose charming
portrait at about the age of ten, by Bronzino, in the Uffizi
Gallery, is well known. In the following century it was de-
clared that this death of his eldest daughter was due to slow
poison given her by her father, the motive being asserted to
be that, having arranged with Pope Paul IV for her marriage
to that Pope's nephew, Tabriano, Cosimo discovered that she
had fallen in love with another youth, a page at her father's
court. No historians of the present day give any credit to this
story, which made its first appearance more than fifty years
after Maria's death. Moreover the State archives now show
that Cosimo, who was at this time strenuously endeavouring
to establish close political relations with Ercole II, Duke of
Ferrara, had arranged for Maria's marriage, not as the storji
relates to the Pope's nephew, but to Duke Ercole's eldest
son, Alfonso d'Este. So that Cosimo would by the crime
alleged have destroyed an alliance he was labouring in every
way to cement, and have made an enemy of the Duke of
Ferrara, whom he was particularly anxious to unite to himself
as closely as possible.

In 1558 great destruction was caused in Florence by an
unusually heavy flood in the Arno, which swept away the
Ponte Sta. Trinita, the Ponte alia Carraja, and all the houses
which were on the Ponte a Rubaconte,40 the Ponte Vecchio
(built by Taddeo Gaddi hi 1334) alone of all the bridges re-
maining uninjured. Florence became in a few hours a sea
of mud and ruin, some parts of the city being submerged to a
depth of twenty-two feet. It was after this flood that Cosimo
built his two fine bridges to replace the two which had been
destroyed, the new Ponte Sta. Trinita being especially notable.
This beautiful bridge, in its proportions, excellence of con-